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century, and witnessed the exploitation of the majority
by a small privileged minority, Lauenburg was the
Pompeii of German constitutional history, or, what
amounts practically to the same thing, it was the para-
dise of Junkerdom. The monstrous privileges of the
nobility which were set forth in a certain parchment
entitled "The Compact" ("Der Kecess") had been
confirmed without examination by successive sovereigns
at Copenhagen on their accession to the throne. The
German Confederation, which occupied the little country
in 1863, and the Austro-Prussian Commissioners by
which it was afterwards administered, had been unable
to provide any remedy for these evils. Their time had
been too short, and the difficulties of the situation too
great, as it was still uncertain to whom the territory would
eventually fall. Therefore up to the final occupation
of the Duchy by Prussia, apart from the chaotic condi-
tion of laws which no attempt had ever been made to
codify, it was the custom to fill the numerous overpaid
official positions with members of certain " fine families,"
of course for the most part aristocratic, who farm out
the extensive domains amongst themselves, naturally at
a rent far below their real value, thus monopolising a
great part of the wealth of the country,

On the 25th of September, 1865, King "William went to
Eatzeburg, the chief town of the Duchy, in order to receive
the oath of homage and allegiance of his new subjects. He
was met at Buchen, on the frontier, by a deputation of
the Estates, who delivered an address, in which they said,
inter alia : " We have your Majesty's word that you
will rule over us justly, according to the customs and
laws of the country." By this they unquestionably
meant the preservation of their feudal privileges rather
than reasonable justice. In his reply the King made no
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